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Introduction
MEAs are a key part of International Environmental Governance (IEG), providing countries with space to convene and produce overarching global plans and strategies to guide coordinated national actions to protect the environment and sustainably use its resources. However, the quick increase in the number of MEAs in past decades has caused concern that states may lack the capacity to implement the numerous environmental obligations and that there might be duplication of efforts. 

Since the 1970s, the number and scope of MEAs have grown rapidly and it is estimated that there are hundreds of international agreements
 dealing with various environmental issues and they are the main method available under international law for countries to work together on global issues. Many more of them are being negotiated at the bilateral, regional and global levels. Some have a few Parties; some have almost global participation.

In other words, Governments have successfully negotiated MEAs on global environmental issues ranging from climate change, biodiversity and desertification, to hazardous waste and chemicals, over the past few decades. The fulfillment of their objectives and their effective national implementation are a true exercise for the international community in the quest for sustainable development. In line with increased number of international environmental laws and their associated national legislation for environmental protection, there is an emerging trend in raised complexity, sophistication, opportunities and determination to evade such laws through orchestrated criminal activities. Now the international community’s important task is to advance and enhance the implementation of agreed international norms and policies, to monitor and foster compliance with environmental principles and international agreements. However, as assessment of the implementation, compliance and effectiveness of MEAs is in many cases overwhelmed with gaps in data, conceptual difficulties and methodological issues, it seems that their coherent implementation is lacking. The international context of compliance and enforcement is provided by MEAs and the felt need to increase their efficacy for delivering on environmental objectives. 
The MEAs present enormous opportunities for greener societies and economies which can deliver numerous benefits in addressing energy, food and water security and in achieving sustainable development as well as the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. But well-functioning markets and societies depend on well functioning institutions. If the rules, norms and regulations are not in place or not followed through, markets will inevitably malfunction or create externalities and political objectives for a better tomorrow will falter.

The objective of this briefing is to build awareness among auditors in ECO member states on MEAs and to show the important role that auditors can play in the effective implementation of MEAs. This is intended as a first step to auditing the implementation of MEAs as well as a good source of general information on different conventions and agreements for auditors.
Conceptual Framework

What are MEAs?
Since environmental issues entered the international agenda in the early 1970s, global environmental politics and policies have been developing quickly. Global environmental governance can be defined as “the sum of organizations, policy instruments, financing mechanisms, rules, procedures and norms that regulate the processes of global environmental protection”. 
Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) are one of the most prominent features that regulate this process. MEAs are a subset of the universe of international agreements and they play a critical role in the overall framework of environmental laws and conventions. Complementing national legislation and bilateral or regional agreements, MEAs form the overarching international legal basis for global efforts to address particular environmental issues. What distinguishes them from other agreements is their focus on environmental issues, their creation of binding international law, and their inclusion of multiple countries. 
The term MEA is a broad term that relates to any of a number of legally binding international instruments through which national Governments commit to achieving specific environmental goals. 
These agreements may take different forms, such as “convention,” “treaty,” “agreement,” “charter,” “final act,” “pact,” “accord,” “covenant,” “protocol,” or “constitution” (for an international organization). The 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties defines a “treaty” as “an international agreement concluded between States in written form and governed by international law, whether embodied in a single instrument or in two or more related instruments and whatever its particular designation.” As a practical matter, though, “treaty,” “convention,” and “agreement” are often used interchangeably. An “amendment” is a formal alteration of the treaty provisions affecting the parties to a particular agreement. Generally, and for the purposes of this primer: “An MEA is a legally binding instrument between two or more nation states that deals with some aspect of the environment”.
What about legally-binding and Non-legally binding MEAs?
Multilateral environmental agreements are legal instruments with binding effects on countries that have agreed to become parties to a particular agreement through ratification or accession (more about accession and ratification in Appendix 2). As a principle of international law, MEAs (as with other international agreements) usually bind only those States who have agreed to be bound by the MEA. 
However, an MEA can affect non-Parties, for example by prohibiting or restricting trade by Parties with non-Parties. For the countries which have only signed and not as yet ratified, they are nonetheless expected not to do anything that will affect the aims and purposes of the MEA. They are not declarations of intention or avowals (which are non-binding); they are rules of law. As such, they are a powerful tool for the implementation of policies directed at environmental protection and sustainable development goals. MEAs must conform to international public law (as must all international instruments of this type). Legally-binding and non-legally binding agreements come in many shapes and forms. They can, inter alia, be of the following types or denominated as follows:
	Legally binding (MEAs)
	Non-Legally binding

	Treaties
	Accords
	Resolutions

	Conventions
	Pacts
	Decisions

	Agreements
	Charters
	Declarations

	Protocols
	Amendments
	Recommendations


An MEA may be between two States, in which case they are usually termed “bilateral.” However, most MEAs are between three or more States, and thus “multilateral.” [For the purposes of this Primer, MEA includes bilateral agreements]. MEAs are multilateral in the sense that they involve many nations. However, for the purposes of this Primer an MEA can be any treaty between two or more nation-states if and when this instrument deals with direct environmental objectives.

The key benefits of an MEA are usually environmental, but may also be economic, sociopolitical (e.g., empowering the public to become involved), and administrative. The clearest benefits of any particular MEA usually relate to the specific goals of that MEA. Thus, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) seeks to ensure that no wildlife species becomes or remains subject to unsustainable exploitation through international trade, but it also allows legitimate trade and scientific research; the Basel Convention on the Control of Trans-boundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal seeks to protect human health and the environment from illegal trans-boundary movements and disposal of hazardous waste; and so forth.

Historical Background
MEAs of some sort have been in place for about a hundred years, but these instruments have flourished in the last decades, especially after the 1972 International Stockholm Conference on Human Environment. As has been noted, some studies have counted hundreds of MEAs currently in place.
Reasons for the proliferation include:

· A response to the gravity of environmental problems.

· Growing understanding that environmental issues are often regional and global and that solutions and tools to deal with them should also be regional and global. 

While certainly current and applicable, earlier environmental conventions were quite different from agreements signed and coming into force in the last few decades. The first accords aimed at protecting particular species, for example of fauna. Earlier agreements also dealt with a particular ecosystem, such as oceans. Conceivably this latter matter is due to the fact that the seas were perceived as the main (or only) globally shared resource where nations’ actions interacted but where no clear dominion rules were available.

Two generations of MEAs
Over the years, many MEAs have been negotiated and agreed at the international and regional levels. Some have a few Parties; some have almost global participation. It has been said that environmental agreements can be divided into two inter-related and overlapping generations: a first generation, of single issue, use-oriented, and mainly sectoral agreements; and a second generation, that takes a more holistic approach and focuses on sustainable development and sustainable use of natural resources.

First generation agreements primarily address the preservation and use of particular natural resources – such as wildlife, air and the marine environment. Examples include the 1971 Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention), the1972 Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and other Matter (London Dumping Convention), and the 1973 International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL). These MEAs set out principles for dealing with threats to living natural resources, global common resources, and the marine environment.

With regards second generation agreements, it must be noted that many of more ‘holistic’ MEAs evolved following the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED). This Conference, known as the ‘Earth Summit,’ was held in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992 with government representatives from approximately 180 States present. Two new conventions were opened for signature: the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which is sectoral in that it deals with climate and the atmosphere, but recognizes the broader impacts of climate change on ecosystems, food production and sustainable development; and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) which seeks to bring together agriculture, forestry, fishery, land use and nature conservation in new ways. The UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) was adopted after the Conference and aims to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought. These three conventions are together often referred to as the “Rio Conventions.’

Types of MEAs

MEAs come in a variety of forms and they can be, and are, categorized according to different typologies, criteria or groupings. The classifications tend to vary and are not mutually exclusive. They can be:

Global or regional: for example, the Basel Convention on the Control of Trans-boundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal (Basel Convention) applies throughout the world; the Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the Control of Trans-boundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Waste within Africa (Bamako Convention) applies only within the African region.

Appendix-driven or Annex-driven conventions: the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) is an appendix-driven agreement. Three appendices list animal and plant species in different categories of endangerment, subject to different degrees of regulation. The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) contains Annexes that address different types of pollution (e.g., oil (Annex I), noxious liquid substances (Annex II), harmful substances (Annex III), sewage (Annex IV), garbage (Annex VI), and air pollution from ships (Annex VII)).

Framework conventions: some conventions are stand-alone all-inclusive agreements, like the International Tropical Timber Agreement (ITTA) from 1994. Others, like the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), anticipate the adoption of further protocols (agreements), to achieve their objectives. For example, the UNFCCC was agreed in 1992. Its Kyoto Protocol was later agreed in 1997, and builds upon the Convention. The Vienna Convention on the Protection of the Ozone Layer was agreed in 1985. Its Montreal Protocol was later agreed in 1987, and sets timetables for the phase-out of ozone-depleting substances.

Most international agreements that deal with environmental issues have a series of structures that impel their implementation and uphold or run the activities that arise out of the accord. 
Key global and regional MEAs 
A comprehensive range of issues in the field of the environment is covered by MEAs. Themes are identified on the basis of environmental media, and also processes and procedures relating to environmental matters. MEAs, have been categorized under the following thematic areas:
Biodiversity and Land-related 

Climate Change and Atmosphere-Related

Hazardous Materials/ Waste and Chemicals-Related
Marine and Freshwater-Related

The matters addressed by MEAs are very wide, and include among other the following areas: biodiversity and nature protection, climate change, protection of the ozone layer, desertification, management of chemicals and waste, trans-boundary water and air pollution, environmental governance (including impact assessments, access to information and public participation), industrial accidents, maritime and river protection, environmental liability.
Detailed Tables have been drawn in-below listing the international environmental agreements to which the major environmental issues are addressed. In addition, for ease of reference, the main agreements have also been grouped below according to the general environmental themes, in line with the structure of the thematic areas.

A. Nature Conservation/ Biodiversity and Land related MEAs
1. The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
	Other Names: Ramsar Convention

	Place and Date of Signature
	Ramsar 02.02.1971

	Date of Entry into force
	01.12.1975

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	159

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.ramsar.org

	Objectives
	The Convention’s objective is to promote the conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local, regional, and national actions and international cooperation, as a contribution towards achieving sustainable development worldwide.

	Covered thematic areas
	Wise use of wetlands; Listing of wetlands of international importance; International cooperation; Reserves and training; Communicating the Ramsar message.

	Main Bodies
	Conference of the Contracting Parties; Standing Committee; Secretariat; Administrative Authorities and diplomatic notification; Scientific and Technical Review Panel; Ramsar Regions; National Ramsar Committees. 


2. Convention on Trade of Endangered Species 
	Other Names: CITES

	Place and Date of Signature
	Washington, D.C 03.03.1973

	Date of Entry into force
	01.07.1975

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	175

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.cites.org

	Objectives
	The Convention aims at ensuring that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. To this aim, it imposes a duty on Parties to subject international trade in specimens of selected species to certain controls via licensing of import, export, re-export, and introduction from the sea of species.

	Covered thematic areas
	Licensing system of international trade in specimens of selected species listed in three Appendices. 

	Main Bodies
	Conference of the Parties; Standing Committee; Secretariat; UNEP; Animals and Plants Committees.


3. Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
	Other Names: CMS or Bonn Convention

	Place and Date of Signature
	Bonn 23.06.1979

	Date of Entry into force
	01.11.1983

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	113

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.cms.int

	Objectives
	The Convention aims at conserving terrestrial, marine, and avian species that migrate across or out of national limits by conserving or restoring their habitats and mitigating the obstacles to their migration.

	Covered thematic areas
	Working Groups on: CMS Future Shape; CMS Strategic Plan; Migratory Land birds in the African-Eurasian Region; Minimizing the Risk of Poisoning to Migratory Birds; Climate Change; Flyway; Scientific Task Forces on Avian Influenza and Wild Birds.

	Main Bodies
	Conference of the Parties; Standing Committee; Scientific Council; Secretariat.


4. Convention on Biological Diversity
	Other Names: CBD

	Place and Date of Signature
	Rio de Janeiro 05.06.1992

	Date of Entry into force
	21.03.1994

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	193

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.cbd.int

	Objectives
	The Convention aims at conserving biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, taking into account all rights over those resources.

	Covered thematic areas
	Thematic programs: Agricultural biodiversity; Dry and sub-humid lands biodiversity; Forest biodiversity; Inland waters biodiversity; Island biodiversity; Marine and coastal biodiversity; Mountain biodiversity

Cross-cutting issues: Aichi biodiversity targets; Access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing; biological and cultural diversity; Biodiversity for development; Climate change and biodiversity; Communication, education and public-awareness; Economics, trade and incentive measures; Ecosystem approach; Ecosystem restoration; Gender and biodiversity; Global strategy for plant conservation; Global taxonomy initiative; Impact assessment; Identification, monitoring, indicators and assessments; Invasive alien species; Liability and redress; Protected areas; Sustainable use of biodiversity; Tourism and biodiversity; Traditional knowledge, innovations and practices; Technology transfer and cooperation.    

	Main Bodies
	Conference of the Parties; Scientific Body (SBSTTA); Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI); Working Group on Access and Benefit-Sharing (ABS); Working Group on Article 8(j); Working Group on Protected Areas; Working Group on the Review of Implementation of the Convention (WGRI); Open-ended Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Committee (ICNP) for the Nagoya Protocol on ABS; Secretariat. 


5. International Tropical Timber Agreement
	Other Names: ITTA

	Place and Date of Signature
	Geneva 26.01.1994

	Date of Entry into force
	01.01.1997

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	56

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.itto.int/iita/

	Objectives
	The Agreement aims at promoting the application of guidelines and criteria for the management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of timber producing forests.

	Covered thematic areas
	Developing internationally agreed policy documents to promote sustainable forest management and forest conservation; Assisting tropical member countries to adapt such policies to local circumstances and to implement them in the field through projects; Collecting, analyzing and disseminating data on the production and trade of tropical timber and funding a range of projects and other action aimed at developing industries at both community and industrial scales. 

	Main Bodies
	International Tropical Timber Council; Economic information and market intelligence committee; Reforestation and forest management Committee; Forest industry Committee; Secretariat.


6. Convention to Combat Desertification in Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification
	Other Names: UNCCD

	Place and Date of Signature
	Paris 17.06.1994

	Date of Entry into force
	24.06.1998

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	193

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.unccd.int

	Objectives
	The Convention’s purpose is to combat desertification and mitigate drought effects in countries experiencing serious drought and/or desertification issues, particularly in Africa, through effective action at all levels, supported by international cooperation and partnership arrangements, in the framework of an integrated approach, and contributing to the achievement of sustainable development in affected areas.

	Covered thematic areas
	Science, Technology and Knowledge; Reporting Review and Assessment; Awareness Raising; Thematic Priorities; Synergies among the Rio Conventions; Capacity Building.

	Main Bodies
	Conference of the Parties; Committee on Science, Technology and Knowledge; Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention; Secretariat.


7. Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage
	Other Names: World Heritage Convention

	Place and Date of Signature
	Paris 23.11.1972

	Date of Entry into force
	17.12.1975

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	187

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://whc.unesco.org

	Objectives
	The aim of this Convention is to encourage the identification, protection and preservation of cultural and natural heritage around the world considered to be of outstanding value to humanity; Modern Heritage Program; Natural World Heritage in the Congo Basin; Reducing Disasters Risks at World Heritage Properties; Sharing best practices in World Heritage management; Small Island Developing States Program; World Heritage and Sustainable Development.

	Covered thematic areas
	Astronomy and World Heritage Thematic Initiative; Climate Change and World Heritage; Cultural Landscapes; Human Evolution: Adaptations, Dispersals and Social Developments; Initiative on Heritage of Religious Interest; World Heritage and Sustainable Tourism Program; World Heritage Centre’s Natural Heritage Strategy; World Heritage Cities Program; World Heritage Earthen Architecture Program; World Heritage Education; Forest; Marine Programs.

	Main Bodies
	World Heritage Committee; General Assembly; Statutory Meetings; States Parties; Advisory Bodies; World Heritage Center.


8. International Plant Protection Convention
	Other Names: IPPC

	Place and Date of Signature
	Rome 6.12.1951

	Date of Entry into force
	03.04.1952

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	177

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.ippc.int/

	Objectives
	The Convention aims to secure common and effective action to prevent the spread and introduction of pests of plants and plant products, and to promote appropriate measures for their control.

	Covered thematic areas
	Governance; Standard setting; Information exchange; Dispute avoidance and dispute settlement; Capacity development; Reviewing the global status of plant protection; Plant Protection review; Implementation review and support system.

	Main Bodies
	Contracting Parties; Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM); CPM Bureau; IPPC Secretariat; Regional Plant Protection Organizations; International Organizations.


9. International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
	Other Names: Plant Genetic Resources Treaty

	Place and Date of Signature
	Rome 3.11.2001

	Date of Entry into force
	29.06.2004

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	126

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.planttreaty.org

	Objectives
	The objective of the Convention is the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of their use, in accordance with the Convention on Biological Diversity.

	Covered thematic areas
	Farmers’ Rights; Benefit-sharing Fund; Multilateral System; Sustainable Use; Global Information System.

	Main Bodies
	Governing Body; Contracting Parties; Secretary.


10. Convention on Access to Environmental Information, Public Participation in Environmental Decision-making and Access to Justice
	Other Names: Aarhus Convention

	Place and Date of Signature
	Aarhus 25.06.19981

	Date of Entry into force
	25.06.1998

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	44

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp

	Objectives
	The Convention aims at protecting the right of every person of present and future generations to live in an environment adequate to his or her health and well- being, guarantee the rights of access to information, public participation in decision- making, and access to justice in environmental matters.

	Covered thematic areas
	Access to Information; Public Participation in Decision-Making; Access to Justice.

	Main Bodies
	Meeting of the Parties; Secretariat.


B. Climate change/Atmosphere-Related MEAs
1. Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer
	Other Names: Vienna Convention

	Place and Date of Signature
	Vienna, 22.09.1985

	Date of Entry into force
	1988

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	196

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://ozone.unep.org

	Objectives
	The Convention aims at establishing a framework for cooperation, development of policies, and formulation of agreed measures in order to protect human health and the environment against adverse effects resulting or likely to result from human activities which modify the ozone layer.

	Covered thematic areas
	Technology and Economic Assessment Panel; Scientific Assessment Panel; Environmental Effects Assessment Panel.

	Main Bodies
	Ozone Secretariat UNEP; Conference of Parties; Ozone Research Managers; Bureau of the Conference of Parties.

	
	

	2. Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer

	Other Names: Montreal Protocol

	Place and Date of Signature
	Montreal, 16.09.1987

	Date of Entry into force
	01.01.1989

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	196

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://ozone.unep.org

	Objectives
	The Protocol aims at protecting the ozone layer by taking measures to control global emissions of substances that deplete it. Its definitive objective is the elimination of these materials based on scientific developments, taking into account technical and economic considerations as well as developmental needs of developing countries.

	Covered thematic areas
	Technology and Economic Assessment Panel; Scientific Assessment Panel; Environmental Effects Assessment Panel.

	Main Bodies
	Ozone Secretariat UNEP; Meeting of Parties (MOP); Open-ended Working Group (OEWG); Bureau of the Meeting of Parties; Multilateral Funs (ExCom); Non-Compliance Procedure (Impcom); Assessment Panels (Scientific; Environmental Effects; Technology and Economics).


3. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
	Other Names: UNFCC

	Place and Date of Signature
	New York 09.05.1992

	Date of Entry into force
	21.03.1994

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	192

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://unfccc.int

	Objectives
	The Convention aims achieving stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with climate by setting emission limits to be accomplished within a determined timeframe to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure the non-threat to food production and to enable economic development to proceed in a sustainable way.

	Covered thematic areas
	Science and climate change; Cooperation and support; Adaptation; Mitigation; GHG Data; Land use and climate change; Gender and climate change.

	Main Bodies
	Conference of Parties; Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA); Subsidiary Body for Implementation; Bureau of the COP; Compliance Committee; Executive Board of the Clean Development Mechanism; Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee; Technology Executive Committee; Advisory Board of the Climate Technology Centre and Network; Adaptation Committee; Executive Committee of the Warsaw International Mechanisms for Loss and Damage; Standing Committee on Finance; Adaptation Fund Board; Least Developed Countries; Secretariat, …


4. Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
	Other Names: Kyoto Protocol

	Place and Date of Signature
	Kyoto 11.12.1997

	Date of Entry into force
	16.02.2005

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	191

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://unfccc.int

	Objectives
	The Protocol’s objective is to ensure that aggregate anthropogenic carbon dioxide equivalent emissions of the greenhouse gases listed in Annex A to the Protocol do not exceed the assigned amounts, with a view to reducing overall emissions of such gases by at least 5 per cent below 1990 levels in the commitment period 2008 – 2012. Besides setting binding constraints on greenhouse gas emissions, the Protocol encourages the use of economic incentives to meet with the changes. The Kyoto Protocol is an amendment to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.

	Covered thematic areas
	N.A.

	Main Bodies
	Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol; Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice; Subsidiary Body for Implementation; Bureau; Clean Development Mechanism Executive Board; Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee; Compliance Committee.


C. Hazardous Materials/ Waste and Chemicals-Related MEAs
1. Convention on the Control of Trans-boundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal
	Other Names: Basel Convention

	Place and Date of Signature
	Basel 22.03.1989

	Date of Entry into force
	08.05.1994

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	173

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.basel.int

	Objectives
	The Convention’s objective is to ensure that the management of hazardous wastes and other wastes, including their trans-boundary movement and disposal, is consistent with the protection of human health and the environment whatever the place of disposal.

	Covered thematic areas
	Strategic framework; Controlling trans-boundary movements; Country Led Initiatives; E-Waste; Mercury Wastes; PoPs Wastes; Ship dismantling.  

	Main Bodies
	Conference of the Parties; Bureau; Open-ended Working Group; Implementation and Compliance Committee; Synergies.


2. Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides on International Trade
	Other Names: Rotterdam Convention/ PIC

	Place and Date of Signature
	Rotterdam 10.09.1998

	Date of Entry into force
	24.02.2004

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	134

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.pic.int

	Objectives
	The Convention aims at promoting shared responsibility and cooperative efforts among Parties in the international trade of certain hazardous chemicals in order to protect human health and the environment from potential harm and to contribute to their environmentally-sound use.

	Covered thematic areas
	Industrial chemicals; Pesticides; Severity hazardous; Pesticide formulations; Public Awareness. 

	Main Bodies
	Conference of the Parties; Chemical Review Committee; Bureau; Synergies.


3. Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
	Other Names: Stockholm Convention/POPs

	Place and Date of Signature
	Stockholm 22.05.2001

	Date of Entry into force
	13.02.2005

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	170

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.pops.int

	Objectives
	The Convention’s objective is to protect human health and the environment from persistent organic pollutants. The Convention guards human health from chemicals that remain intact in the environment for long periods, become widely distributed geographically, accumulate in the fatty tissue of living organisms and are toxic to humans and wildlife.

	Covered thematic areas
	Programs of Work on BAT, BEP and DDT; Financial Mechanism; Import and Export of POPs; Global Monitoring Plan; New POPs; NIPs; PCBs; POPs Free; Unintentional POPs; Waste and Stockpiles; Public Awareness. 

	Main Bodies
	Conference of the Parties; POPs Review Committee; Bureau; Synergies.


4. Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological Diversity
	Other Names: Cartagena Protocol

	Place and Date of Signature
	Montreal 29.1.2000

	Date of Entry into force
	11.09.2003

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	158

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.biodiv.org

	Objectives
	The Protocol’s objective is to ensure an adequate level of protection in safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms resulting from biotechnology that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health, and specifically focusing on trans-boundary movements.

	Covered thematic areas
	Assessment and review; Capacity building; Compliance; Financial Mechanism; Handling, Transport, Packaging and identification; Information sharing; Liability and redress; Monitoring and reporting; Public awareness and participation; Risk assessment; Sampling, detection and identification, Socio-economic considerations; Unintentional trans-boundary movements.  

	Main Bodies
	COP-MOP (Governing Body) Bureau


D. Marine and Freshwater-Related MEAs
1. United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
	Other Names: UNCLOS

	Place and Date of Signature
	Montego Bay 10.12.1982

	Date of Entry into force
	16.11.1994

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	161

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.un.org/Depts/los

	Objectives
	The Convention establishes national sovereignty over marine resources lying within coastal waters and aims to provide countries with incentive to better manage these resources, by obligating Parties to protect and preserve the marine environment.

	Covered thematic areas
	Marine biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction

Ocean noise: UNCLOS and Sustainable Development; Peer-reviewed scientific studies; Ecosystem approaches; Oceans and climate change; Piracy



	Main Bodies
	Meeting of States Parties; United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process; Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf; International Seabed Authority; International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea; ITLOS Trust Fund.



2. International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships
	Other Names: MARPOL

	Place and Date of Signature
	London 02.11,1973/
17.02.1978

	Date of Entry into force
	02.10.1983

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	150

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.imo.org

	Objectives
	The Convention is the main international convention covering prevention of pollution of the marine environment by ships from operational or accidental causes. Its aim is to minimize pollution of the seas, including dumping, oil and exhaust pollution. Its stated object is: to preserve the marine environment through the complete elimination of pollution by oil and other harmful substances and the minimization of accidental discharge of such substances.

	Covered thematic areas
	Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection; GloBallast Partnerships; Global Marine Litter Information Gateway; London Convention 1972; REMPEITC-Carib; Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea; Regional Program for Marine Pollution Prevention and Management in the East Asian Seas region.


	Main Bodies
	Assembly; Council; Maritime Safety Committee; The Marine Environment Protection Committee; Sub-Committees; Legal Committee; Technical Cooperation Committee; Facilitation Committee; Secretariat.




3. International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling
	Other Names: Whaling Convention

	Place and Date of Signature
	Washington DC 02.12.1946

	Date of Entry into force
	10.11.1948

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	88

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	http://www.iwcoffice.org

	Objectives
	The Convention aims to establish a system of international regulation for the whale fisheries to ensure proper and effective conservation and development of whale stocks and thus make possible the orderly development of the whaling industry.

	Covered thematic areas
	Whaling; Whaling Convention; Environment; Charters-Constitutions-Statutes

	Main Bodies
	N.A.


4. Regional Seas Conventions and Actions Plans
	Other Names: UNEP Regional Seas Program

	Place and Date of Signature
	Various

	Date of Entry into force
	Various

	Number of Parties (as of May 2010)
	http://www.unep.org/regionalseas

	Web Link for the Secretariat
	Various

	Objectives
	UNEP’s Regional Seas Programme involves 18 Regional Seas and marine environments and it promotes the conservation of marine ecosystems and coastal areas concerning about 140 nations. It functions through Regional Seas Conventions and their pertaining Action Plans. These regional conventions relate to the following: Antarctic, Arctic, Baltic, Black Sea, Caspian, Eastern Africa, East Asian Seas, Mediterranean, North-East Atlantic, North- East Pacific, North-West Pacific, South Pacific, Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, ROPME Sea Area, South Asian Seas, South- East Pacific, the Western and Central Africa and the Wider Caribbean.

	Covered thematic areas
	N.A.

	Main Bodies
	N.A.


Some other Conventions: 
- Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution; 
- Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area; 
- Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic; 
- Convention on Cooperation for the Protection and Sustainable Use of the Danube River
� Around 200 already exist, and several more are currently under negotiation at global and regional levels. UNEP identified over 280 agreements which are wholly directed to environmental protection as of December 2009.
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